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Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to tlie preliminary amendment filed on 12/27/2004. As 
directed by the amendment: claims 1-22 have been cancelled, and new claims 23-50 
have been added. Thus, claims 23-50 are presently pending in this application. 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 44-49 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 42(b) 
as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 8/1 1/2008. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 36 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

- Improper dependencies as follows: Claim 36 recites "said series of bodies" 
which lacks antecedent basis and should therefore depend on claim 35 to avoid lack of 
antecedent basis. The examiner's rejections have been written assuming the above 
revised dependency. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Krauss 
(DE4324522). 
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5. In regards to Claim 50, Krauss discloses an assembly comprising two concrete 
parts secured to one another (Page 3 of Krauss translation, 2"" paragraph; Figs. 2 and 
5), comprising a concrete part and a further concrete part (Page 5 of Krauss translation, 
last paragraph; fire-place stones 1 are made of concrete), said concrete part 
comprising, at the boundary surface with said further concrete part a series of cavities 4 
which extend substantially perpendicular to said boundary surface (Fig. 2), the 
boundary wall of said cavities comprises concrete, said further concrete part being 
provided, at the boundary surface with the concrete part, with a series of projecting 
reinforcing bars 5 which, in the coupled state to said concrete part, extend into the 
cavities in said concrete part (Fig. 2), the space between said cavity and said reinforcing 
bars being filled with a material 6 which bonds said reinforcing bars to said concrete 
body (Page 3 of Krauss translation, 2"^^ paragraph; Fig. 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 23-24, 27-29, 32-38 and 40-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over STUP (BE 502,991) in view of Tanaka (US 4,003,545) and 
Krauss (DE4324522). 

8. In regards to Claim 23, discloses a method for securing one or more metal parts 
in a concrete part, comprising the steps of: providing a concrete part having one or 
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more cavities wliicli extends from an outer wall thereof (Fig. 13), of providing a 
formwork, of placing one or more bodies 1 into said formwork (Page 9 of translation, 3"^ 
paragraph), the shape of which body at least partially corresponds to said cavity (page 8 
of translation, 2"^^ and 3'"'^ paragraphs; Page 2 of translation, 2"^ paragraph) and that 
side of which body that adjoins the concrete material comprising an elastomer material 
(page 8 of translation, 1^' sentence), the mechanical properties of said body being such 
that, when tensile force is applied to said body in the vicinity of said boundary surface, 
the diameter of said body is considerably reduced (Page 3 of translation, 1®' paragraph), 
with the result that said body, after the concrete has been poured and at least partially 
set, can be removed from said shaped cavity (Page 3 of translation, 2""^ paragraph), 
which diameter of said body can be elastically reduced (Page 3 of translation, 2"^ 
paragraph), of pouring and at least partially setting the concrete, detaching said 
formwork (Page 9 of translation, 3"^ paragraph) and said body (Page 8 of translation, 3"^*^ 
paragraph). 

STUP does not disclose the step of securing a metal part in said cavity by filling 
the space between the concrete part and said metal part with a material which bonds to 
said metal part and to said concrete part. However, Tanaka teaches the step of 
securing a metal part 10 in said cavity by filling the space between the concrete part 
and said metal part with a material 2 which bonds to said metal part and to said 
concrete part (Col. 2, lines 1-25). Krauss also teaches the step of securing a metal part 
in said cavity by filling the space between the concrete part and said metal part with a 
material which bonds to said metal part and to said concrete part (Page 3 of Krauss 
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translation, 2"^ paragraph; Fig. 3). Therefore, it would be obvious to one with ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify STUP's method to include 
the step of securing a metal part as discussed above, as taught by Tanaka and Krauss, 
for the purpose of separating the metal part from the concrete so that the cores can be 

easily removed. 

9. In regards to Claim 24, STUP discloses that the body 1 is externally provided 
with a profiling (Figs. 3, 8, 9, 16). 

10. In regards to Claim 27 and 37, STUP discloses that the body is secured to the 
inner side of the formwork adjoining the latter, and after said formwork has been 
removed said body is also taken away (Page 9 of translation, 3''^ paragraph). 

11. In regards to Claims 28 and 38, STUP does not explicitly disclose that the 
concrete part is poured in a factory remote from its final destination. However, it is well 
known in the art to create concrete parts in a factory. It would be obvious to one skilled 
in the art to have the concrete part poured in a factory remote from its final destination 
for the purpose of creating multiple parts in a short time thereby saving time and money. 

12. In regards to Claims 29 and 43, STUP discloses a body with a rubber core but 
does not disclose having a core with an elastomer coating arranged around it, and in 
which the removal of said body from said concrete comprises firstly the removal of the 
core, followed by the elastomer material. However, Krauss teaches having a core with 
an flowable and curable coating arranged around it (Page 3 of Krauss translation, 2"" 
paragraph; Fig. 3). Tanaka teaches having a core with an elastomer coating arranged 
around it (Col. 2, lines 1-6), and in which the removal of said body from said concrete 
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comprises firstly the removal of the core, followed by the elastomer material (Col. 2, 
lines 15-30). Therefore, it would be obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify STUP's method to include the step of having a 
core with an elastomer coating arranged around it, and in which the removal of said 
body from said concrete comprises firstly the removal of the core, followed by the 
elastomer material, as taught by Krauss and Tanaka, for the purpose of allowing the 
core to be removed easily and keeping the concrete in the desired configuration. 

13. In regards to Claims 32 and 40, STUP does not explicitly disclose that the 
elastomer body comprises a polyslloxane material. However, STUP discloses that the 
body is made of an elastic material (page 12 of STUP translation, 1®' sentence) or 
substitute materials that have the desired properties (Page 4 of STUP translation, 2"^ 
paragraph). Further, polyslloxane materials are known in the art and are elastic. 
Therefore, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art to have the elastomer body 
comprise a polyslloxane material. 

14. In regards to Claims 33 and 41, STUP discloses that the body comprises a core 
made from a material with a higher tensile strength than its wall (Page 2 of STUP 

translation, 2"^^ paragraph), is provided with a supporting surface and is self-supporting 
(Page 10 of STUP translation, 2""^ and 3'"^ paragraphs). 

15. In regards to Claims 34 and 42, STUP discloses that the body is provided, in the 
vicinity of the formwork end, with securing means for securing it to said formwork (page 
9 of STUP translation, paragraph 2; Fig. 13). 
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16. In regards to Claim 36, STUP discloses that the series of bodies are connected 
by a common carrier (Page 8 of STUP translation, last paragraph). 

17. Claims 25-26, 30-31 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over STUP/Tanaka/Krauss in view of Evers (US 6,688,071). 

18. In regards to Claim 25 and 26, STUP does not disclose the step of screwing said 
metal part into a screw thread arranged in said cavity where the screw thread comprises 
an encased threaded part. However, Krauss teaches the step of screwing said metal 
part into a screw thread arranged in said cavity where the screw thread comprises an 
encased threaded part (Fig. 5). Evers also teaches the step of screwing said metal part 
into a screw thread arranged in said cavity where the screw thread comprises an 
encased threaded part (paragraph connecting Cols. 4 and 5; Fig. 3). Therefore, it would 
be obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify STUP's method to include the step of screwing said metal part into a screw 
thread arranged in said cavity where the screw thread comprises an encased threaded 
part, as taught by Krauss and Evers, for the purpose of maintaining the metal part in the 
desired orientation. 

19. In regards to Claims 30 and 39, STUP does not disclose that the metal part 
comprises reinforcing steel. However, Evers teaches that the metal part comprises 
reinforcing steel (Col. 1, lines 23-25; Col. 2, lines 12-18). Therefore, it would be obvious 
to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify STUP's 
method to include the metal part comprising reinforcing steel, as taught by Evers, for the 
purpose of strengthening the component. 
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20. In regards to Claim 31 , STUP does not disclose that the metal part is arranged in 
a further concrete part. However, Krauss teaches that the metal part is arranged in a 
further concrete part (Fig. 5). Evers also teaches that the metal part is arranged in a 
further concrete part (Fig. 3).Therefore, it would be obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the Invention was made to modify STUP's method to include the 
metal part being arranged in a further concrete part, as taught by Krauss and Evers, for 
the purpose of connecting multiple pieces of concrete together. 

Conclusion 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN J. WALTERS whose telephone number Is 
(571)270-5429. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8am- 
5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on 571-272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/R. J. W./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3726 



/DAVID P. BRYANT/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3726 



